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OCTOBER SKIES 
As I began to write my article I couldn’t help but 

notice it was for the October newsletter.  Could 

someone fill me in on where the heck the year 

went? There are times I look at the Gold Wing 

and think man I sure would like to go on a trip?  

But the trips for this year are just about finished.  

All the District events we completed with the 

Idaho District event in Kamiah, ID.  A fantastic 

job was done by Idaho making this a fun event.  

Although we had been there before this year, we 

focused on enjoying the community and its activities.  What a nice community 

and great people who really love having us Gold Wingers in their midst.  I’ll 

leave the highlights for Don and Sharon to put out.  I just want to say Thank 

You to all the District Directors for great events this year. 

¶ Region Leadership Summit - Pendleton Oregon October 8th.  Please 

submit your registrations so we can have an accurate head count for 

training materials, classroom setup, and for the catered lunch. 

¶ Target Specific Training - John Kester will have new information from 

Leadership Training on the new classes. 

¶ 2012 Convention Assignments - Think about what area your District would 

like to have for the coming annual event.  You will have the chance to 

preview the rally site and the potential host hotel.  Your feedback is 

important! 

¶ Senior Officer Nominations - How many of you have Chapter Directors 

that are beginning, or beyond, their third year in their position?  I look 

forward to receiving the nomination forms from you. 

¶ Convention dates - Have you confirmed your locations and dates?  The 

Region calendar will be done at Pendleton. 

There should be plenty of reminders about the change in weather and taking 

the appropriate precautions coming out from our Educators.  One more doesn’t 

hurt, so ride safe and check your gear before you head out on the fall rides. 

Mike and Peggy Hudnell  
Region I Directors  
 

“To all the folks that signed my card at Kamiah, thank you.”   

~ Hank ~  

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

http://bigskyregioni.org/
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Ever notice how the 

people who tell you to 

calm down are the ones 

who got you wound-up in 

the first place?   
~Maxine~ 

A FEW WORDSé FROM EXPERIENCE 

It is the time of the year for setting up your District 

calendar.  Chapters need to get their dates put 

down on paper for next year’s rides, campouts 

and picnics, etc.  It’s also good to get organized 

and start planning early because it gives you more 

time to plan each event and to reserve a spot to 

have the activity.  You need to promote the dates 

and activities at every gathering, so people can 

put them on their calendars for next year.  It’s also 

important so other Districts can plan to come to 

your events, and of course, so you can go to theirs.  Some people have to 

request vacation time from their employers very far in advance.  We all need to 

get people to ride and see more of the beautiful area we live in.  Cheri and I 

have had a lot of fun going to rallies this year, have been on some great roads 

and made lots of wonderful memories, not to mention meeting some interesting 

people.  

This is also a good time to set up some Rider Education training.  Share your 

dates with other Districts so they can also take advantage of your classes.  Our 

main goal is to make all of us better riders.  Be sure to get dates on calendars 

so you can schedule instructors and find places to have the classes.  

Winter time is a good time to look at your District and see if there is an area that 

could use a Chapter.  It’s a good time to call people and see if you can 

generate interest so that you can get things planned - spring is the best time to 

set up a Kickoff.  It also is the perfect time to work with your Membership 

Enhancement Officer… make sure people are renewing before the spring riding 

season starts and they get busy and forget.  

Lastly, the sooner you can start planning your District Conventions/Rallies, the 

better off you are.  It takes a lot of time and energy to plan things, and as we all 

know, other organizations are snapping up facilities’ dates, so start calling and 

get your place reserved.  If anybody needs help with anything related to 

Rally/Convention planning, please call.  I have been involved in the planning of 

quite a few over the years, and it’s always fun to do.  

Until next time, live the adventure, ride safely. 

Terry and Cheri Huffman  
Assistant Region I Directors/Oregon District Directors  
 

(Editor’s note: Terry has an excellent “Checklist for Rally Site” that he’s willing to share.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òIf you can't explain it simply, you don't understand it well enough.ó 
~ Albert Einstein ~  

http://gwrra-id.us/
http://www.gwrraoregondistrict.com/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://www.gwrra.org/
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HELLO FROM SPOKANE 

Riding season is dwindling down and all the rallies/conventions are over.  The 

Districts and Region are in full swing preparing for next year’s events.  The 

Region staff is busy with the Region Summit being held in Pendleton, OR on 

October 8th.  A full day is planned, with information about the 2012 rally and 

other important areas to be covered.  I encourage all District Directors and their 

staffs, including Chapter Directors and their staffs, to attend. 

Mike wants our rally to be the biggest event west of the Mississippi in 2012 and 

we can’t do this without you.  Now we can’t top Wing Ding in Billings, but we 

might top Region H and Region F, with your help.  Region H had over 600 

attend their Rally in Marshall TX, and a couple of years ago, Region F’s rally was the successful “West 

Wing I” in Las Vegas.  Shirley and I attended both rallies and know the task at hand is a tough one.  I 

challenge each District Director to encourage participation by having an average of 10 bikes per Chapter 

attend.  For example, if your District has 6 Chapters, then that’s 60 bikes.  I know we can do this, and 

Pendleton has a lot of good riding areas.  We’ve all been through Pendleton, but how many have spent 

three days there riding the scenic Blue Mountains or the John Day Highway, just to name a couple. 

So the Challenge is on and your work is laid out. 

Dale and Shirley Dufner  
Assistant Region I Directors  
 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  INFORMATION 

¶ OCP Classes in planning stage.  We have heard from a couple of the 

Region’s District Directors who provided us the names and residence 

cities of all members needing or wanting to take an Officer Certification 

Program (OCP) class this fall (more or less after most riding seasons 

and before the roads get too bad).  Darrell Robson, Montana DD and 

Terry Huffman, Oregon DD, have provided the information, i.e. 

Montana has four (4) – 2 in Helena and 2 in Missoula – and Oregon 

has four (4) in Bend.  One member in the Washington District (Tacoma 

area?) identified his desire to take the OCP, to the Washington District 

Trainer, Roy McKenzie.   

That’s only nine members as OCP students for us to work on class locations.  Most likely spouses of 

some of these will also attend.  We are only working on the above areas to provide OCP training.  

As a “heads up” note: On-line OCP training, instead of the much preferred  “live” classes, will not 

work for those that should have identified their need while we are planning classes (now) and will 

only work under somewhat severe hardships that exist for attending “live” classes.   

¶ Other Training News.  There is an Instructor Development & Certification Program (IDCP) class 

scheduled on November 12, 2011.  This is for any member who wants to contribute by being a 

Leadership Training Instructor (teaching seminars at Conventions, Chapter Gatherings, etc).  At this 

time, we have 9 or 10 members who have shown their interest in attending.  The class will be held in 

Buckley, Washington and conducted by Master Instructor, Mike Briggs.  Anyone wanting to be in the 

class should contact Roy McKenzie (rpwngdom@hotmail.com), the Washington District Trainer, very 

soon so that we will have accommodations available to all.   

John & Dianne Kester  208 -524-1768 
Region I Trainers  
 
  



 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  k e y -  l e t ’ s  t a l k .  

 

Page 4 of 7 

 
C o m m u n i c a t i o
n  i s  t h e  k e y -  

SHOOTING THE MESSENGER  

This month I would like to talk to you about a GWRRA position.  Recently I have 

been reviewing the way we do things in our Region.  In doing so, I found that we 

have moved away from how National has it written to what is thought of as better 

for the needs of the Region.  I’ve had to request that we start changing how we 

do things, to meet national guidelines.  For some of us, this is not easy - I hear 

remarks that this is how we’ve always done it. 

It may not always be clear to us why we need to follow how National has 

guidelines set up.  National sets them up in a way that protects both GWRRA 

and the members.  It is important to understand that National has a team that 

reviews how things are being done, to make sure it is in a way that will not put the association into a 

position to have legal problems or not meet Federal laws. 

That does not mean that we can’t change things; it means that we need to do it the right way.  The right way 

is to write it up, explaining the change we would like to see and why, and then submit it to National for their 

review.  At this point, they will review it to make sure it meets all the needs of the members of GWRRA.  

Too many times we get into thinking about what is best just for the few, when we need to be thinking about 

what is best for all the members. 

Here is an example of how things can go wrong for GWRRA and the member:  In Region I, an Officer is 

trained using a guide approved by GWRRA to put on a seminar of the safe operation of standing a 

motorcycle to an upright position.  One of the steps is to bring the bike to an upright position by sitting on 

the seat, with both feet on the ground and holding onto the both handle bars.  The Officer decides this is not 

how he does it and changes it to stand by the bike and push it up to an upright position from the side.  Now 

a Member does what he’s told and the bike falls on him.  The Member sues GWRRA and the Officer.  In 

court, GWRRA shows that the Officer did not follow the training guide.  Now the court has no option but to 

assign blame to the Officer.  GWRRA is off the hook, but the officer is now liable for all costs.  This may give 

you insight as to why we need to have the backing of GWRRA - it will protect both us and GWRRA. 

So if it seems that GWRRA is not willing to make a change, it may be that they have to review how it affects 

the association as a whole.  What I am asking here is that we to try to look at the things we do as being best 

for all of GWRRA members and not just the few.  

Instead of saying “that’s not how I would do it”, write it down in a way that shows the change will help all the 

members.  Have your Region Educator submit it to National for their review and change the guidelines for 

all of the members.  We can only make things better if we all communicate our needs - not just vent our 

frustrations at the messenger and refuse to change. 

Bob and Becky Minor  
Region I Educator/Washington District Educator  
 
 

FROM YOUR REGION MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT OFFICERS: 

Fall is in the air after what seemed like a very short, delayed Summer.  We’ve 

been off having a time of it this past month – some good and some not so 

good.  We lost a member of our GWRRA family from Montana recently while 

he was on a trip in the Seattle area.  Our prayers are with his loved ones and 

friends.  It seems like losses have taken a toll this year – not even going to 

begin to count.  We all realize that we make a conscious choice every time 

we throw a leg over our rides.  All we can do is be as safe as we possibly can 

and even then sometimes the odds are not in our favor.  With what is left of 

this year’s riding, please enjoy your ride – ride extra safe, ride often! 
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On a happy note, I met Darth Vader at our Portland Komen Race for the Cure 

this past weekend and couldn’t resist snagging him for a photo opportunity.  As I 

write this, we are preparing for a fantastic weekend of women’s rider education, 

with classroom time and parking lot practice.  There is a certain tall fella you all 

know who is coming down to teach the Motor Queens street survival skills and 

low speed maneuvers, amongst a few other items we are teaching (how to lift a 

downed bike and a short course on group riding skills), and then a short ride in 

what is predicted to be 80 degree weather this weekend! 

Please join us in giving a big welcome and congratulations to Garry Alexander from Chapter V in Auburn.  

Garry is our newly appointed Washington District MEO.  Thank you, Garry - We look forward to working with 

you!!!  We are filling out paperwork this week and getting him all up to speed in his new position.  You may 

email him at gwvt68b@comcast.net.  Membership Enhancement Officers, please let us know how we may 

help you with your retention and recruitment activities.  The MEO team continues to just soar and excel!  

Thank you! 

As we head into Fall, we are finalizing information from the districts in a review of the full Run list, to update 

officers information for our chapters for a national project.  It has been confirmed that beginning in October, 

we will receive the full Region run list quarterly, rather than in January and July.  As you all know, this is a 

great tool for planning purposes and for updating your contact lists and databases. 

In looking through the September run list, it looks like our unassigned zip code page is growing.  Please be 

sure to review that information and work with National to assign those zip codes to a chapter.   

How are you doing with taking a look at the full spectrum of offerings within the Membership Enhancement 

Program:  Couple of the Year, Chapter of the Year, Recruiting and Retention, Public Relations, Newsletter 

Award and the Fun Activities Guides? 

October’s coming and Dan and I look forward to going to Pendleton for the Region planning meeting.  Now 

if only there is a Cracker Barrel nearby – I remember last year’s visit in Idaho quite fondly (so does my bank 

account)…  

We look forward to seeing you soon!  Take care and enjoy! 

Carmen and Dan Weakland  
Region I Membership Enhancement Officers  
 
REGION I MOTORIST AWARENESS 

At the upcoming Leadership Fall Workshop in Pendleton, OR on October 8, 

2011, I plan to brief the Region Leadership and District Directors on the 

current status and a projected strategy for “growing” the Motorist Awareness 

Program (MAP) within the Region in 2012.  My briefing will also include a 

general call for assistance and the establishment of a partnership with District 

Directors on how to best implement a Motorist Awareness Program within 

each District. 

There is no question that this important program needs to exist and be 

developed in the region.  Motorists need to be aware of how their actions can 

impact the safety of us as active motorcyclists and learn to share the road 

safely with us.  A large portion of motorcycle crashes involve two key components: poor speed and spatial 

judgment of other drivers and poor motorcyclist conspicuity.  The motorcyclist conspicuity is certainly 

something that we can control.  However, it is up to us to help achieve a better understanding of the other 

factors that greatly affect our safety.   

In a perfect world, we could reach all car-driving motorists, but alas, we cannot.  What we can do is make 

mailto:gwvt68b@comcast.net
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the effort to reach out to who we can reach and help motorists achieve a better understanding of how they 

can safely “share the road” with motorcycles.  Reaching even one person makes the effort worth it and just 

may save a life, or two.  

Over the last several months, some important lessons have been learned about what approach may work 

best for developing this very important program, as well as getting a better understanding of how this 

program should be launched in Region I.  I will discuss with you some insights that I have gained, as well as 

recommendations that I have made for improving the program at the National level.  By this printing, I will 

have made my first Motorist Awareness presentation to a live class of driving school students.  I plan on 

using this presentation and similar venues as the launch-point for further development of the MAP within 

Region I.   

I will look forward to seeing you in Pendleton. 

Ride Often ð Ride Safe  

T. Dave Chavez, Jr., RMAC  

Region Motorcycle Awareness Coordinator  
 
GREETINGS FROM THE MONTANA DISTRICT 

It is with much sadness that I must write this article.  September has 

been a very tragic month for GWRRA and, especially, the Montana 

District and Chapter B.   

On September 1, one of our members, Tim King, was involved in a 

tragic accident in which he was hit head-on by a car crossing into his 

driving lane.  Tim had been a member of GWRRA since September 

1996.  We didn’t get to know Tim, since he didn’t participate much in 

Chapter/District functions, although he did attend at least one Wing Ding here in Billings. 

On Friday, September 16, we were advised that another Montana B member was involved in an accident 

near Port Orchard, Washington.  Warren George, age 67, struck the back of a Toyota pickup as he was 

traveling Washington State Highway 3.  From what I can gather, this particular stretch of road goes from a 

two lane highway down to single lanes in both directions.  Apparently, the traffic ahead had slowed very 

quickly to a stop, and Warren could not avoid hitting the pickup ahead of him.  He suffered massive injuries 

to his head, neck and back.  He was airlifted to Harbor View Trauma Center in Seattle, but there was no 

hope for his survival.  Warren was an organ donor, and after he succumbed to his injuries his organs were 

harvested.  Services are pending at this time. 

Warren was very active with many motorcycle organizations besides GWRRA-Montana B.  He was the 

current President of the Christian Motorcycle Association, and the Rainmakers Motorcycle Club.  He was 

very involved in the ceremonies commemorating the dedication of the 9/11 Monument at Billings College of 

Technology on September 11, and the unfurling of a very large United States flag over the edge of the 

Rimrocks above Billings.  

Warren has been a GWRRA member since July 1997.  Many of you may not have known Warren by name, 

but he was around at many rallies.  He was a tall, graying, bushy-haired gentleman with a large mustache 

on a white trike.  Warren will be sorely missed by all who knew or came into contact with him. 

Now, it’s time for a bit of positive news.  Harold Smith and I will be attending the Region I Summit in a 

couple of weeks in Pendleton.  Harold is the Montana District Trainer.  We’re looking forward to seeing all of 

you in Pendleton. 

Darrell & Vonnie Robson  
Montana District Directors    
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM WYOMING            (picture coming soon) 

WOW, is Fall really just around the corner?  Sure has felt like it here in Wyoming lately. 

We are getting ready for our Fall Planning meeting to be held in Casper on October 15th.  We are looking 

forward to seeing everyone and putting together ideas and plans for this year’s District Convention to be 

held in BEAUTIFUL Sheridan, Wyoming, at the end of June. 

Unfortunately, Wyoming will not be represented at the Region planning meeting to be held in Oregon, but 

have hopes to have a follow up on what all occurred from Mike, and we will update everyone at our 

meeting. 

Ride Safe and enjoy the Sun! 

Dawna Hill       Jane Datisman  
Wyoming District Director   Wyoming Assistant District Director & Trainer  
 
 

OCTOBER MILESTONE  GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES  

33 YEARS 

 TONY AGGERHOLM  OR 

DELORES AGGERHOLM OR 

JOHN A MERTH  WA-A 

  32 YEARS 

 PATRICIA CHAMBERS  OR 

  25 YEARS  

 BILL DOHRMANN  ID-T 

JIM HASSINGER  WA-E 

  20 YEARS (NEWEST LIFE MEMBERS)  

MARVIN ASTIN  WA-B 

EUGENE MCCORMICK MT-B 

DARLENE MCCORMICK MT-B 

EDNA MEYERS WA-B 

JOHN TURNER  OR-J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WHY DOES GWRRA NEED PUBLIC RELATIONS?  

People have a strong inclination to believe what they read in newspapers, magazines, and newsletters or what 

they see on TV or hear on the radio.  If we want to create a positive image of the Association, and motorcycling 

in general, in the minds of the public, GWRRA needs to have a good PR program, one that takes advantage of 

every available means of reaching the public.  Within GWRRA, PR is a process of communicating with the public, 

as well as the Association's Members and potential Members, by using all forms of media, e.g., trade 

publications, business press, television, radio, newspapers, magazines, speaking opportunities, etc., to promote 

the Association and a positive image of motorcycling.  

PR involves knowing how to communicate with the media to get coverage.  This is achieved against some odds, 

because many other organizations are also clamoring for the attention of the media.  And the publicity you get 

is a sure indicator of public interest.  By evaluating Members and prospective Members reactions to the 

announcements you send to the media, you quickly become aware of the Association’s appeal.  

Public Relations Guide (6th Edition) . . . Extra...Extra Read All About it!  Public Relations Guide (6th Edition) was 

released on August 1st.  Highlights include terminology changes and correcting spelling errors.  Click on 

http://med.gwrra.org/guides/pr/PR_Guidelines_6th_Edition[1]07-30-07.pdf to view or download the guide. 

(From the GWRRA MED website http://med.gwrra.org/pr/pr.html) 

http://med.gwrra.org/guides/pr/PR_Guidelines_6th_Edition%5b1%5d07-30-07.pdf

