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REGION WEBSITE: 
http://bigskyregioni.org 
 
Region Directors 
Mike & Peggy Hudnell 
Wnwlker@msn.com 
 

Assistant Directors 
Terry & Cheri Huffman 
Terryhuffman@comcast.net 
 

Russ and Laurie Parpart 
rusprprt@aol.com 
 

Dale & Shirley Dufner 
dld1@comcast.net 
 

Region Educators 
Bob & Becky Minor 
gwrra_wab_bb_minor@yahoo
.com 
 

Instructor Coordinators 
Tim & Martie Mitchell 
pigseyes53@yahoo.com 
 

Motorist Awareness 
Dave & Sheila Chavez 
Dashwae@comcast.net 
 

Region Trainers 
John & Dianne Kester 
Kesteribo@cableone.net 
 

Membership Enhancement 
Carmen & Dan Weakland 
blingqueensg@live.com 
 

Treasurers 
Erv & Phyllis Granahan 
Ervg@comcast.net 
 

Region Ambassadors 
Tom & Mozelle Edwards 
Edwatj@cableone.net 
 

Hank & Marilyn Smith 
hank99301@charter.net 
 

Couple of the Year 
Larry & Barbara Kuzma 
kuz001@aol.com 
 

Webmaster 
Scott Bowman 
Scottbwmn@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A CHANGE IN FOCUS 
Last month while I was out riding about the 

Region, you saw a newsletter in a slightly 

different format.  Bullets were used to highlight 

specific points of discussion or call attention to  

the message I wanted the reader to receive.  

After some lengthy discussion on this topic, we 

have found combined narrative and bulleted style 

writings will work best for us in sharing our 

information.  The change in focus is who we are 

communicating with via this newsletter.  The 

answer is the Region staff, the District Directors and their core teams. 

Some may be confused about core team versus staff.  Arenôt they the same 

thing?  Well, yes and no.  The core team members are those who have been 

designated as Officers and have additional responsibilities, such as appointing 

other Officers and responsibility for training.  The staff members donôt share 

these responsibilities but fulfill vital roles just the same.  An example is the 

person who manages, collates, and publishes the newsletter.  Can this person 

provide training in this position?  Yes, but there is no standing expectation they 

will be doing training on a regular basis like the core team. 

So when I write about a topic in a narrative format, the topic of discussion may 

not stand out. If I use a bullet, then extra word usage isnôt likely to disguise what 

I want to share.  Letôs redo the above information to see what I mean: 

¶ The Region newsletter is now directed at Region staff and District teams.  
District Directors should direct their newsletters at their Staff and Chapter 
Directors.  Chapter Directorsô newsletters should target their general 
membership. 

¶ Core Team members of the staff are those positions designated by the 
Association as Officer Positions.  Staff positions are the other  positions, 
without defined leadership and training responsibilities. 

¶ Bullets are being used to indicate information that needs to be shared and 
discussed. 

More information you need to know: 

¶ Region meeting - October 8th in Pendleton, Oregon.  Expected to attend are 
the District Directors, their spouses and their entire staff.  Information from 
Executive Operations meeting at Wing Ding to be shared and  discussed.  
Additional information on IRS requirements, communication and training. 

¶ 2012 Rally 
o Assignments, review of the rally site, and a presentation from the 

community on what it has to offer our members. 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

http://bigskyregioni.org/
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COY/IOY Coordinators 
OPEN 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Shirley Dufner 
Shirl2000@comcast.net 
 

ID District Directors 
Don & Sharon Weber 
ponderosads@roadrunner.com 

http://gwrra-id.us  
 

MT District Directors 
Darrell & Vonnie Robson 
dkrobson1@bresnan.net 
www.gwrra-mtdistrict.org 
 

OR District Directors 
Terry & Cheri Huffman 
Terryhuffman@comcast.net 
www.gwrraoregondistrict.com 
 

WA District Director 
Susie & Frank Hutchinson 
Dd@gwrra-wa.org 
www.gwrra-wa.org 
 

WY District Director 
Dawna Hill 
dada@bresnan.net 
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/
District 
 

NATIONAL WEBSITE: 
http://www.gwrra.org 
 
GWRRA Director  
Mike Stiger 
Director@gwrra.org 
 
GWRRA Deputy Directors 
Dave & Gwen Carter 
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

A hug is a great gift... 

one size fits all.  It can 

be given for any occasion 

and it's easy to exchange. 

o Host hotel - Red Lion has expressed interest in being the host hotel.  
o Catering - The convention center has on-sight catering for food.  The 

lunch for October 8th is prepared by that caterer for your sampling. 

The City of Pendleton has a lot to offer in the area of shopping and sight-

seeing.  The Pendleton Woolen Mill will be offering tours.  Pendleton is a 

Charm Trail city where you can build your own charm bracelet of your visit.  

Almost every business participates.  Nestled in the Blue Mountains of Oregon, 

the riding will exceed your expectations.  There is a Dairy Queen in the parking 

lot of the rally/convention site.  Now how cool is that? 

Mike and Peggy Hudnell  
Region I Directors  
 
OREGON DISTRICT ï COMMUNICATING 

Directors, regardless of level, need to lead by 

example.  Youôve gotten here, not by lying back 

and watching the world fly by as you ride down the 

road, but by leading.  You are a leaderé and we 

do need to use leadership by example, but is that 

enough?  We are where we are because we can 

lead, BUTé are we great communicators?  

Hmmm, makes you think doesnôt it? 

Over the past several years Cheri and I have, like 

many of you, attended rallies/conventions across the Region and beyond.  

Weôve met amazing people and tell our friends and fellow Goldwing riders how 

great the rallies have been.  But why do we show up time and again as only two 

of a handful of Oregon members?  Because we donôt properly communicate!  

We tell people we had fun, we met great people, we saw great country.  And 

whatôs wrong with that?  Itôs TOO LATEé the Rally is over, the people are 

gone, and those members missed out.  Is it our fault they didnôt go?  Yes, and 

Noé we canôt, wonôt and donôt want to twist peopleôs arms about going places, 

but did we get them all the information they needed?  Did we remind them the 

deadline was drawing nearé did we INVITE them to join us? 

Nowé WE need to look at our communication skills - reevaluate and judge for 

ourselves.  This is how we presented a new opportunity and the different results 

that we goté just by communicating: 

At the recent Region I Rally in Driggs, Cheri & I met the nicest couple from 

Arizona, Dave and Dee Gormley, Region Fôs Couple of the Year.  As we sat 

talking one evening, they began talking about the upcoming (October) Arizona 

District Rally in Tucson.  Neither Cheri nor I have ever ridden in Arizona, but it 

sure sounded fun.  Cheri knew she wouldnôt be able to get the time off work but 

as we rode home she said, ñYou should go - you know you want to.ò  Well, after 

realizing that I had no one to ride with, I got to thinking maybe I wouldnôt go.  

Cheri has a saying, ñIf you always do what youôve always done, then youôll 

always get what you always gotò, so she decided we needed to try something 

new to communicate this situation.  When she said, ñJust send an email to all of 

the CDs and have them forward it to the membership and see who respondsò, it 

almost sounded too easy.  Well, almost immediately I got a phone call.  I now  

http://gwrra-id.us/
http://www.gwrraoregondistrict.com/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://www.gwrra.org/
mailto:foxwing1@sbcglobal.net
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 have 3 couples that want to make the trip... all because we communicated. 

The reason I want to share this with you is to show you that communication is a great tool; youôd be 

surprised what happens when you use it effectively. 

By the wayé ARIZONA, watch out, Region I folks are headed your way!!!   

Lastly, a quick reminder (and you may be getting a call), Oregon District ñEnd of Season Campoutò in 

Hermiston, Oregon is coming up September 23-25, good time, good food & good friends, donôt miss it. 

Terry and Cheri Huffman  
Assistant Region I Directors/Oregon District Directors  
 

HELLO FROM SPOKANE 

The District/Region conventions/Rallyôs are over, except for Idahoôs over the 

Labor Day weekend.  Some of the rallies were small, but the attendees had a 

great time. 

At the Region Rally, we had two couples from Iowa, one couple from Utah and 

the current Region F Couple for the Year, Dave and Dee Gormley.  Mike and 

Janet Turner, the new WA District Couple of the Year were also in attendance.  

Larry and Barbara Kuzma, Region I Couple of the Year, drew the winning tickets 

for the COY fundraiser.  Idaho District, ID-E and MT-B were the lucky winners.  

We thank all those who contributed to this yearôs fundraiser for our Couple.   

If memory serves me, we had over 30 registrations for the 2012 Region I rally to be held in Pendleton OR.  

Weôre looking forward to the Regionôs Fall Workshop in Pendleton on October 8th. 

So far Mike and Peggy Hudnell, Shirley and I, and Terry Huffman (with his riding companions) have made 

plans to attend the AZ Rally in Tucson on Oct 28-30.  Mike and Janet Turner have been invited and we 

hope they can make it.  Youôre invited too! 

Dale and Shirley Dufner  
Assistant Region I Directors  
 

LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  INFORMATION 

¶ The new Washington District Trainer is Roy (& Pearl) McKenzie.  This 

appointment was just approved by the International Directors of the 

GWRRA Leadership Training Program (LTP).  They now become members 

of Washington Directors Susie and Frank Hutchinsonôs ñcore teamò. 

¶ We expect to have information for you, as an overview, on the upcoming 

roll-out of the Targeted Training (TT) at the Region I meeting in Pendleton 

Oregon on October 8, 2011.  TT is for interested members in the specific 

positions comprising the Core Teams of all chapters, districts, and regions, 

i.e. directors & assistants, treasurers, membership enhancement officers, 

educators and trainers.  Your class would be for members in your core 

team position but, as with all LTP training, each class will be open to any 

member wanting to know more about each specific position.   

¶ So far, we have information on members that need or want an OCP class in part of one District.  

Remember Mike Hudnellôs request that all DDôs provide us that information by the first of September 

2011. 

¶ We have preliminary information that will allow us to have an Instructor Development & Certification 

class (ID&C) this fall.  At this point, it will serve members that want to step-up and become Region I LTP 

Instructors and who live in the Western Washington, Western Montana and Oregon Districts.  We have 

heard that there is interest from members in the Seattle, Enumclaw, Shelton, Kennewick, Missoula (MT), 

and possibly Silverton (OR).  Any others???  Let us know your interest! 
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¶ As you must already know, we need District Trainers in the Oregon and the Idaho Districts.  If anyone 

has a clue on a name of person or persons even slightly interested in those District positions, please let 

us know.  We will gladly do all the work of giving them the information that they would need to make a 

decision as to their service to the membership.  Thanks!   

John & Dianne Kester  208 -524-1768 
Region I Trainers  
 

Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.  ~ Chinese Proverb  ~ 
 
 

REGION EDUCATOR 

Hi All.  This month Region I is trying something new for the newsletter.  

Rather than an article based type, it is going to be a communication 

type.  We are going to use this to get communication moving about what 

is happening in GWRRA, at all levels.  Youôve read about this from Mike 

Hudnell.  Please join us in making this a tool to serve all the levels of 

GWRRA.  I will be putting out news on Rider Education.  

I ask all the Educators to send me information that you feel needs to go 

out to everyone about your work in educating the members.  The due 

date for this will be the 15th of each month.  It would be things like ARC 

events, Seminars, and any new things you have found that may help save a life.  I think this can be a great 

tool for us, so letôs get on board and make it happen.  With that said, Iôll start off with whatôs happening at 

the National level and go on from there.   

National: There are new and improved seminars now on the website for our seminar presenters to put on.  

Contact the educators and ask them to find the closest seminar presenter and setup a time to put on one of 

the new ones.  Just to give you an idea of whatôs out there, I just put on one at the Washington District 

Convention called Going, Going Gone, covering trip planning, maps, GPS and a lot more.  These seminars 

are based on one hour, but with questions, I suggest setting your time to one hour and a half.  Yes, we like 

to add in the stories from the members. 

Region: What is new at Region?  Well how about me?  Did you know that your Region Educator knows 

about as much as you do?  That means even you could become an officer.  We learn that we donôt know it 

all - but if we each know just one thing and pass it on, we can know millions of things over time.  Though I 

may not know it all, I do know the right people to find the answer you need.  The 2012 Region Convention is 

in Pendleton Oregon in August.  Did you put it on your calendar?  There will be some great things 

happening in all areas, including rider education.  Iôm going to tap people to put on some great classes, like 

we do in the Washington District Workshop, so here will be your chance to learn more rider safety and have 

fun at the same time.  I know Mike will have more on this. 

Districts: (Iôll start off with Washington since I am the District Educator there.)   

WA District: Mark your calendar for the February Rider Education Workshop in Buckley.  If you have a 

class you really wish to see or put on, now is the time to let me know.  Washington will have their 

Leadership Conference in Buckley in October.  There will be classes on all parts about GWRRA; I and 

others will cover Rider Education.  Remember this is open to all - not just officers. 

MT District: Here is where youôll find news from the Montana District Educator. 

WY District: Here is where you will find news from the Wyoming District Educator. 

OR District: Here is where you will find news from the Oregon District Educator. 

ID District: Here is where you will find news from the Idaho District Educator. 

Chapter: Here is where Iôll put the happenings in Rider Education in chapters. 
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OK, I think youôre getting that this needs your help to make it happen.  Communication is a great tool, but 

itôs a two-way deal.  If you have something for the next newsletter regarding Rider Education, send it to me 

at GWRRA_WAB_BB_MINOR@YAHOO.COM 

Bob and Becky Minor  
Region I Educator/Washington District Educator  
 

FROM YOUR REGION MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT OFFICERS: 

Summer has finally arrived and now itôs almost Fall ï Halloween isnôt far away!  

If you are like Dan and me, we are making the most of this awesome warm 

weather and riding at every opportunity!  Enjoy your ride ï ride safe, ride 

often! 

Thank you to those who were concerned about me last month.  Please note 

that I was not in England seeking funds so that I could come home, and I 

thank you all for your caring and inquiring if I was OK.  

Since I have family in England, it did give cause for 

pause.  Unfortunately, it was a hacker at work and the 

trixietriker email address book is large, so many of you received an email 

supposedly from me (not).  In an effort to minimize the damage, the account was 

promptly disabled and I have a new email address for you to note: 

blingqueensg@live.com ï thank you for updating your contact information. 

Dan and I recently participated in the Oregon Chapter G Trivial Pursuit Ride.  What 

a wonderful adventure through the roads less traveled in Oregon wine country ï out 

through Carlton, Amity, Newberg and farm country seeing an abundance of grapes, 

hops and wheat growing in the fields.  Reinforces what a wonderful area in which we live.  Chapter G can 

call this yearôs ride another success! 

Congratulations to several districts with newly appointed Membership Enhancement Officers ï please let 

me know how we may help you with your retention and recruitment activities.  The MEO team continues to 

just soar and excel!  Thank you! 

As we head into Fall, we are working with the districts to go through their full Run list and update the 

officerôs information for their chapters.  Once we have received the ñgreen highlightedò run lists back, we will 

compile a list of all officers within the Region and forward it to National.  I will be happy to copy you all into 

the email so that you may have up-to-date rosters as well. 

There will be a special ARL (area run list) issued in October to aid I verifying officer listings.  Future plans 

may include a quarterly ARL. 

Next month, Dan and I look forward to going to Pendleton for the Region planning meeting and look forward 

to seeing the Fairgrounds where next yearôs Region Rally/Convention will take place.  For those of you we 

have missed seeing this Summer (due to our own travel schedule restrictions), we look forward to seeing 

you soon! 

Take care and enjoy! 

Carmen and Dan Weakland  
Region I Membership Enhancement Officers  
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM WYOMING          (picture coming next month) 

Wyoming, as in other parts of the country, had a late start for the summer riding season.  But the hot 

weather is here now and we hope you are getting some great riding in.  

The Wyoming District Team members are preparing for our Fall Planning meeting that will be held in 

Casper, WY on October 15th.  Weôre looking forward to seeing all our friends from around Wyoming in 

attendance.  Weôre hoping that each of the Chapter Directors will attend this meeting or be able to send a 

mailto:GWRRA_WAB_BB_MINOR@YAHOO.COM
mailto:blingqueensg@live.com
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Happy 

September  

Anniversary  
 

and 
 

Congratulations!  
 

representative from each chapter.  But, all members are welcome to attend.  Weôll be covering the planning 

of events for next year and for our next convention/rally in Sheridan, WY. 

Six members of the Wyoming District attended the Region I Convention/Rally in Driggs, ID in August.  We 

all had a great time and enjoyed seeing old friends and meeting new ones.  Thank you to the Region I Staff 

for making it a very enjoyable weekend. 

There have been many challenges weôve had to face this past year in the Wyoming District, but now weôre 

looking forward to better times and seeing our friends down the road and having FUN!  

Dawna Hill       Jane Datisman  
Wyoming District Director   Wyoming Assistant District Director & Trainer  
 
WASHINGTON DISTRICT 

Hello everyone.  Well, this is my first newsletter for the Region and 

assuming that most of you out there donôt know who I am, Iôll fill you in on 

some of my GWRRA background.  

 Frank and I started out as the Chapter Couple of the Year for Chapter I in 

Olympia for 4 years.  We did compete for District Couple, but we then just 

stayed on as Chapter Couple.  Down the road, we were Assistant Chapter 

Directors for a couple of years.  Then we moved on with some friends and 

started a new Chapter in Centralia - WA-Z.  I was the Chapter Director for 

3 years, then the Chapter Treasurer, and now Iôm the new Washington 

District Director.  

Weôre currently working on our yearly leadership conference, which will be held in Buckley Washington on 

October 29th.  Weôll have a flier out very soon.  Weôre also working on next yearôs District Convention.  

Weôve been busy so far, going to gatherings and meeting old and new friends.  September will also be 

busy, but you know all about how that can be.  Weôll be going to the Oyster Feed put on by Washington 

Chapter P on September 17th through the 19th in Long Beach Washington.  And Iôll have a district staff 

meeting at that time to go over leadership conference and convention ideas.  We hope to have the flier for 

the Washington District Convention out sometime in October, so look for that so you can plan on coming to 

a fun time. 

I look forward to meeting with some of you real soon.  Have a fun and safe September.   

Susie Hutchinson  

Washington District Director  
 
 

MILESTONE  GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES  

31 Years  

 DAVID COX  WA-V 

  30 Years  

 CAROLYN L ATHEY OR-I 

BOBBY G ATHEY SR  OR-I 

  25 Years  

 RONALD C BAUGOUS  WA-I 

  20 Years (Newest Life Members)  

RUSSELL L GREABY WA-E 

LEEANN L KELLY  WA-E 

DON J WINTERFIELD  OR-I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


