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REACHING OUR GOALS  

I can truthfully say that 2011 has promise to be a 
very good year. I have spoken with all the District 
Directors recently and one of the main topics of 
discussion was our goals.  From the discussion I 
asked all of them to share their goals with the 
membership so they would be knowledgeable 
and we would all be headed in the same 
direction. The emphasis placed on the goals was 
providing fun times and creating great memories 
with our GWRRA family. There are also some 
changes in leadership going to take place but it should not have any effect on 
the presentation of some great events and conventions. Oh what the heck, we 
have called them rallies for years and I guess I probably will still use that term 
from time to time so bear with me. 

January is always a busy time with new Chapter Directors being installed. It 
also marks the beginning of some chapter fundraisers and leads into some 
District events such as the Washington Rider Education workshop. If you can 
make it to this event I highly suggest it. The Educators and presenters do a 
fantastic job of sharing ñsave your lifeò information along with really good-to-
know information. The Washington Team has really put together a great list of 
seminars for this year. January also was the beginning for your brand new 
Region Team. Peggy and I spent last weekend with Chapters ID-H and WA-N. 
At the WA-N gathering we saw Dave and Terri Chromy installed as Chapter 
Directors and I gave the Oath of Office to Dale and Shirley Dufner as Assistant 
Region Directors at their home chapter. 

This year the Directors were provided with a review form called the Directorôs 
Forum. The purpose of this form was to aid in establishing goals for the coming 
year. I know you thinking Iôm a volunteer, now I get a review! Relax; itôs just 
something to guide us to accomplish what we have already agreed to do by 
signing our Memorandum of Understanding to head a Region, District or 
Chapter Team. The first things we talk about are goals. Then it goes into 
having the staff members needed to carry out the goals, then asks about 
program support for Rider Education, Leadership and Membership 
Enhancement. It also asks about our support of programs like Couple of the 
Year and Chapter of the Year. I have to say we could have a lot more fun with 
these programs than we do. 

The Couple of the Year program at chapter level recognizes a couple who 
represents what you want your chapter to be. They become your local 
ambassadors of GWRRA to the rest of the motorcycling community. They 
should be the couple your Director asks to attend local motorcycling and other 
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Leaders who work most 

effectively, it seems to me, 

never say "I." And that's not 

because they have trained 

t hemselves not to say "I." 

They don't think "I." They 

think "we"; they think 

"team." They understand 

their job to be to make the 

team function. They accept 

responsibility and don't 

sidestep it, but "we" gets 

the credit. This is what 

creates trust, what enab les 

you to get the task done.  

~ Peter F. Drucker  ~ 

 

events to inform people about GWRRA and all the fun and educational things 
we do. While our couples do a great job inside of GWRRA, I have to ask 
everyone what do they do outside of GWRRA? Maybe we should make that one 
of our goals. 

The Chapter of the Year program requires someone to keep track of fun 
activities and submit some paperwork but neither is hard to do. Most of us have 
someone who does that anyway and normally writes about the activities in a 
newsletter. We are going to Chapter visits, attending District and Regional 
events along with camping with our chapter family. I mean we root for our 
favorite sports team, why not root for our chapter through this program? Maybe 
we should make that one of our goals. 

All the Districts do a great job in supplying Rider Education and Leadership 
classes and on-the-bike training. Last year the Leadership Trainers did a superb 
job of getting all the OCP classes and updates to us. There was some great 
social time mixed in with both Leadership and Rider Education training. Just 
when you think both programs couldnôt do anymore, the Trainers and Educators 
take it one more step up. OCP classes are being scheduled around the Region 
and Rider Education is expanding with the Motorist Awareness program. Maybe 
we should. . . . . . . . . . never mind these are our goals. 

The last thing I think we should share is information. We do that by 
communicating on a regular basis. We could expand our communication 
outside of newsletters, web pages and weekly updates. I have asked all the 
District Team leaders to add an email chat to their list. Nothing fancy, just a 
casual email to the other District Directors to let them know what their team has 
in planning. For states, or Districts, that border on each other, it increases our 
attendance potential, pool of instructors/presenters, minimizes our expenditures 
and increases our fun when joint trainings are held. Iôm going to a workshop 
next month with members from Washington and Oregon and a presenter for the 
workshop is from British Columbia, Canada. Now how cool is that! 
Communicate, educate and have fun! These are the goals for 2011. Thank you 
for your support in education and in saving lives! 

Mike and Peggy H udnell  
Region I Directors  

 

MEMORIES 

Memories are on the agenda today.  We each have 
our own special memories, that to another might not 
seem so much.  On January 16th, Mike and Peggy 
Hudnell made the trip from Shelton to Spokane to 
install us as your Assistant Region Directors. It was 
memorable for us because the prior week was really 
cold, single digits, and snowy.  The pass was 
covered every day, and we all know what an 
avalanche control closing would do to a good trip 
plan.  Well, the weather cleared up, the pass remained open and we had high 
40ôs for a temperatureé just in time for Mike and Peggyôs trip.  Now thatôs 
memorable!!  

Weôre looking forward to the upcoming conventions being planned by Districts 
and Region, as well as the Chapter fund raisers.  So itôs time to start planning 
where weôre going this year.  Shirley and I are looking forward to attending all 
that we can and are looking to renewing old friendships and finding new ones.   

http://gwrra-id.us/
http://www.gwrraoregondistrict.com/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://www.gwrra.org/
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As in the past, all events we attend will create our own special brand of memories.  Hope to see many of 
you on our travels!  

Dale and Shirley Dufner  
Assistant Region I Directors  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTORS 

First Cheri & I would like to wish each and every one of you a Happy 
Valentineôs Day and remind you to spend some quality time with your 
ñsomeone specialò.  I know we will.  J 

Well, weôve been very busy here in Oregon, trying to keep up with all the 
information that pertains to Region and everything that has to do with District, 
and who needs whatégot to love the challenge.  Oh, and did I mention I have 
a new job, well actually two new jobs?  Welcome to Oregon where when it 
rains it pours. 

Enough about that:  There is a lot of good stuff coming to us from National 
and itôs going to make GWRRA even stronger.  There are a lot of new officers coming in at the top and itôs 
nice to see all the fresh ideas they bring with them.  It is going to take some time to get those ideas 
implemented, but once theyôre in place I think it will be very good for everybody. 

Checking the Region website, it looks like all the Conventions are on track for this summer. Make sure you 
get your registrations in soon because there is nothing better than spending time with our extended 
GWRRA family and taking advantage of the training offered.  Please encourage your chapters to bring 
more members so they can get in on the fun.  You will not only enjoy yourselves but youôll be helping your 
fellow districts raise the funds that will keep them going though the year so that they can continue to 
provide the excellent training we need to make us better, safer riders. 

Speaking of training, Chapter Directors, you need to remember to communicate with the other Chapter 
Directors in your area.  If you donôt have enough participants or funds to put on an ARC class, share one.  
By sharing the costs of putting on leadership trainings, riding classes, etc. it makes taking the classes 
affordable for everyone.  The more members that you can get to go to the classes, the more educated 
members we will have. 

On a personal note, as your new Assistant Region Directors, Cheri & I want to meet as many of you as 
possible, so if you see us at a ride, seminars, or at any of the conventions, come up and introduce 
yourselves - we feel that there is no such thing as having too many friends.  Also, if you have concerns or 
suggestions, weôd love to hear them.  We believe in an ñOpen Doorñ policy, so stop by and say hi.   

Until next month, Live the Adventure, Ride Safe.  

Terry and Cheri Huffman  
Assistant Region  I Directors  
Oregon District Directors  
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ñWHATôD YA KNOW!ò 

Attention!  We hope that you District Directors and other officers are reading 
this because we all need to communicate.  The Region, the Big Sky Region, is 
conducting an Instructor Development Certification Program (IDCP) class AND 
an Officer Certification Program (OCP) class the first weekend in March 2011.  
The classes are open for any member, however the IDCP is targeted for 
District Trainers and those members who would like to be certified Leadership 
Training Program Seminar Presenters.  And the OCP is targeted for current 
Officers, newly appointed Officers, and members who are soon to be appointed 
as Officers and all of those who have not successfully completed an OCP.  
Completion of the OCP is necessary to fully complete the Officer Appointment form.      

These two classes will be held in Cheyenne Wyoming; however, at this early writing we have not obtained a 
firm location ï identified students will given the location when we e-mail (snail mail, if necessary) their pre-
class study/familiarization material.  The IDCP class will be on Friday, March 4, 2011, and the day and a 
half OCP class will be on Saturday, March 5, and Sunday, March 6, 2011.   

Problem #1:   District Directors who have Officers and other members who will be attending either of 
these classes must send us the membersô names, residence city, e-mail address (snail mail if there is no e-
mail available), and telephone numbers No Later Than February 5, 2011. 

Problem #2:  District Directors ï We are assuming that you read these Newsletter articles; however, for 
the last three or four months we have been requesting that you identify and tell us the members in your 
districts that need an OCP class.  We believe that there are several of these members; however, to-date we 
have not received your list.  We need the membersô names, residence cities, e-mail addresses (snail mail if 
there is no e-mail available), and telephone numbers.  This information is needed by us ASAP so that the 
second Region I OCP class can be planned and executed between now and the start of the ñriding seasonò, 
i.e. early May 2011. 

Ride safe & have fun,  

John & Dianne Kester  
Region I Trainers  

 

Happy Valentineõs Day 
From all of us to all of you!!!  

 (And remember that  February 21 st is a holiday  too!! )  

 
TALES OF THE DRAGON 

Now that the holidays are over I find myself staring out the window trying to 
decide if the old snow that was on the ground had melted a little before the new 
snow covered it up again. I doubt I will be riding the bikes much further than 
from one side of the garage to the other in the near future. For now I will just 
have to be happy with polishing them. 

There are a few things on the agenda for this spring to help break the monotony 
of winter and help get you ready for the coming riding season. The Washington 
District RE Workshop is coming up on February 12th. There is a wealth of 
information to gain while attending this. I would encourage anyone from the 
region that can make it to attend. Bob Minor has done a great job coordinating many talented people in this 
effort to provide the membership with good information on topics they can use. If you would like to start a 
program like this in your district, I know Bob would be happy to answer any questions to help you get one 
started. Here is more information on the classes offered. 
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WA District Rider Safety-Education Workshop 
February 12, 2011 at Rainier Hills Christian Fellowship 

23711 Entwhistle Road, Buckley, WA 98321 
      CLASS PLANNED    TRAINERS  

1. Co-Rider     Sandra McMahill  
2. WSP ?     Trooper Guy Gill  
3. DOL Updates    Tom Fite  
4. GPS for 1800    Ted Moore  
5. Road Captain    Jim Dutton and Jim Swart  
6. Motorcycle Crash Scene   Eric Carlson  
7. Team Riding     Mike Hudnell  
8. Helmet     Bruce McMahill  
9. Weather     Chuck Caldara  
10. Road Rage     Randy Reid  
11. Trip Planning     Tim Bowman  
12. Motorcycle Street Survival  Mike Hudnell  
13. Heated Clothing   Gerbings  
14. First Aid/CPR Renewal Dottie Yarnell 

 

We are still looking for those interested in becoming a Certified Ride Course Instructor for Region I.  

Tim Mitchell has a CDIM planned the end of February and a RCICP the first of March. If you are interested, 
have questions or know of someone who is please contact Tim or myself. The demand for Ride Courses 
increases every year in the region. We need your help to make as many as possible available to the 
members. One of my goals is to be able to present these courses at the chapter level throughout the 
Region whenever there is enough interest for one. This way courses can be given as a Chapter event 
instead of having to go to a District, Region or National Convention to get one. Below is Tim Mitchellôs 
original request: 

Please pass the following information to all Chapter Members: 

Do you have members that can talk in front of a group?  Are they considered a good rider?  
Would you like this person to teach GWRRA motorcycle rider courses?  If you know that special 
someone then please provide this email to them!  

The Region I Educator and I are in the process of gathering a list of potential Members who desire to 
become certified Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Rider Course Instructors through the GWRRA Rider 
Course Instructor Certification Program (RCICP) this coming spring of 2011.  Facilities will be located in 
Washington State. 

This is a four day course of instruction to become a GWRRA Certified Rider Course Instructor and is 
necessary should you want to become certified to instruct the Trike Rider Course (TRC), Trailering 
Course (TC) or SideCar Course (SRC) through the Instructor Certification Program (ICP).   

 An RCICP Registration Form and GWRRA Rider Course Instructor Certification process 
information is attached.  Interested member, who meet all the qualifications, please complete the 
registration form and send it to me at the address below before 1 Jan 2011. You will also need to send 
a hard copy to your District Educator, which will be forwarded to the Region Educator for approval. If at 
that time we have enough interest then we'll conduct the course.  We need the minimum of 8 
registrants for the RCICP.  If any members have questions please have them call or email me at my 
contact information below.   

Important note:  There will be additional emails to those who express a desire for more information.  

Tim Mitchell 
Region I Instructor Coordinator PO Box 323, Naples, ID 83847 
Idaho District Educator  208-290-8395 cell 208-267-1209 after 6pm 
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I look forward to the coming riding season! Stay Warm and remember:  

When Ever You Can  Ride -Em SAFE!!!  And Have Fun!!!  

Lee & Anna Nelson  
Region  I Educators  
 

 

FURTHER REFLECTIONS ON MOTORIST AWARENESS 

The very fact that the GWRRA created the Motorist Awareness Division and 
has as its slogan ñShare the Roadò is proof that collaborative work is 
necessary for us as firmly entrenched motorcyclists to safely co-exist on 
todayôs roads.  Generally speaking, motorcycle riders often get an unjustified 
reputation as being reckless, risk takers, and that they generally disobey traffic 
laws. The daredevil street racer aside, this perception is unfounded and there 
are many statistics that back up the fact that most motorcycle accidents are 
not the fault of the motorcycle rider, but that of another driver.  

Most of us have heard of the ñHurt Reportò conducted by the University of 
Southern California (USC) under Harry Hurt.  It found that approximately three-fourths of motorcycle 
accidents involved a collision with another vehicle, usually a passenger automobile. It was also found that in 
the multiple vehicle accidents, the driver of the other vehicle violated the motorcycle right-of-way and 
caused the accident in two-thirds of those accidents. Further, the study found that the failure of motorists to 
detect and recognize motorcycles in traffic is the predominating cause of motorcycle accidents. The driver 
of the other vehicle involved in a collision with the motorcycle did not see the motorcycle before the 
collision, or did not see the motorcycle until too late to avoid the collision.  

While this study was conducted many years ago, these findings essentially still press home the notion of 
two important things: (1) conspicuity, and (2) more educational interaction is needed by us with the 
motoring community.  Basically, that is exactly what the GWRRA is trying to do.  In essence, we need to be 
more proactive in helping to educate the motorist about who and what we are and why we should 
collaboratively ñshare the roadò.  We need to take more responsibility in demonstrating by our actions and 
words that the motorcycle rider has unjustly received a bad reputation from the general public, as well as 
from insurance companies that cover motorcycle riders. Motorcycles are inherently prone to accidents 
caused by other drivers because of their small size. Motorcycles easily fit into the blind spot of typical 
passenger automobiles. The truth is that most motorcycle riders are very good drivers and keep an eye out 
for motorists who do not see them. This awareness of other drivers, however, does not prevent all 
accidents.  

As if the injuries that often occur werenôt enough, an additional ñenemy elementò rears its ugly head in the 
form of the insurance company of the car driver.  In motorcycle/car collisions, the insurance company of the 
driver who is usually at fault will go to great lengths to keep from giving the motorcycle rider the money he 
or she deserves. Insurance companies will frequently rush the victim to make a quick settlement as a way 
to save money. Most people in the general public are not insurance experts and do not know if they are 
getting a bad deal from the insurance company or not. When a check is stuck in front of them, it can be 
quite tempting to sign.  

So, what does all this mean?  From my perspective, it means essentially two things: (1) always and 
routinely make yourself as visible as possible while out riding, and (2) while Rider Education is extremely 
important and must be intrinsic in your motorcycle habits, educating the motorist about us as a community 
is vital.         

Ride Often ð Ride Safe  

T. Dave Chavez, Jr., RMAC  
Region I Motorist Awareness Coordi nator   
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REGION MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT COORDINATORS  

February, already???  So much rain in January and cold weather and ice and 
snowé Kinda hard to comprehend that today it is 50 degrees and sunny all 
day long and yes, it was Ride Baby Ride time.  There truly is nothing like riding 
to clear out the cobwebs and function as mental floss.  We know itôs not our 
task to write about riding, but just had to toss in this little bit of glee. 

Last month we introduced ourselves, giving a little bit of background history 
about who we are and where weôve been and now letôs see if we can write 
about where we hope to goé 

We started out the month of January as your Region I Couple of Year Coordinators and are ushering out 
the month of January as your Region I Membership Enhancement Officers.  We would like to give a big 
Thank You to Donna and Doug Deskin for their years of devotion as District and Region staff members, 
most recently as Region I Membership Enhancement Officers.  Donna and Doug have stepped down from 

their position due to family priorities needing more of their time.  We wish them 
the very best and hope that we will see them from time to time at events. 

The full January run lists have been distributed, as has the monthly run list for 
January.  Have you identified your Membership Enhancement Officer at 
chapter, district and region levels?  If not, please take time to identify someone 
and if needed, talk with us so that we can help with the concurrence process.  Is 
your team MOUôs on file? 

Part of membership enhancement is Couple of the Year and as such we are 
overseeing that program and are here to help you.  Have you rewarded a 
couple in your chapter by naming them Chapter Couple?  If you are a 
Chapter Couple, have you given thought to joining in the fun for the District 
Couple of the Year selection process?  How may we help you?  Dale and 
Shirley will be working to get our Region I Couple of the Year ready for the 
International Selection Process in July.  If you have a chance to talk to them, 
you will get a greater idea of what the program is all about and how much 
fun it is. 

We plan to begin a membership anniversary recognition program where directors will recognize their 
membershipsô GWRRA anniversaries each month at chapter gatherings.  The same recognition could be 
extended at District and Region rallies/conventions.  We have started a corner in the Region newsletter 
listing anniversaries each month ï chapters may key off that list or from the large run list.  We are working 
on a token of appreciation to be presented to the member on their anniversary ï be on the lookout for more 
information as we further develop and refine the program.  

Spring timeôs coming and ride season cannot be far behind.  We look forward to seeing you on rides and 
above all else, we are here for you ï let us know how we can help. 

Carmen and Dan Weakland  
Region I Membership Enhancement Coor d i n at or s 

 

German immigrants brought the Groundhog's Day tradition with them from Germany. As they settled in hills of 

Pennsylvania, they began the tradition  of using the Groundhog to predict the arrival of Spring. It was  based 

upon Candlemas, the day that is the midpoint between Winter and Spring. A famous Candlemas poems goes:  

If Candlemas be fair and bright, Winter has another flight.  

If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, Winter will not come again.   

And d id you know that Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow about 9 out of 10 times ? But 

thankfully, the little rodent has  only been correct about 40% of the time.   


