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REGION DIRECTOR 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  

With the close of the holiday season we move 
forward into 2011. Planning is in full swing for 
the coming year and several changes have 
come about within our association. At the last 
Region workshop OCP 2 was delivered and it 
was packed full of useful information. The 
transition of Peggy and I becoming your Region 
Directors moved into full swing. We began work 
on several projects, like the new look of the newsletter and a new design for 
the web page. We are striving for useful information at your fingertips and 
readily provided for you in both the newsletter and web page. On the 
International level we have two Deputy Directors appointed to assist with the 
day-to-day operations and new Officers positions at Region, District and 
Chapter levels. Forms were changed to keep up with the changing times and a 
decision needed to be made on what training was needed for the new 
positions. An analysis of the membership was done that showed some 
interesting points. Now we can set out to focus on the changes and interesting 
points to see if we can make it fun and create some great memories. 

We hope you like the new look of the Region newsletter and the content. First I 
wish to thank Dianne Kester for her work as your past Region Newsletter 
Editor. She made the newsletter fun and kept it full of the things we needed 
and wanted to know. Adding her talents to the already high standard is Shirley 
Dufner. Shirley does a great job and I know will strive for perfection as she 
always has. If you have comments or suggestions by all means submit them 
so we can make the positive changes needed to keep the information and fun 
coming to you. 

The Region web page has a new look and the information you need is just a 
mouse click away. John Smith is serving as the interim Region web manager 
and looks to have these duties transferred to a new manager by April 1st. I will 
of course look at all the District web managers for a replacement but there 
could be another talented person out there waiting to be discovered. Do you 
know of such a person? I look forward to your suggestions. Please let John or I 
know your thoughts and any suggestions. 

GWRRA is a large organization and handling tasks in the US and other 
countries is a handful. Dave and Gwen Carter have been chosen to help with 
the western US duties. Their experience base is well rounded and they too are 
focused on fun and great times. 

There are changes made to the Officer Change/Appointment form to cover the 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

http://bigskyregioni.org/


 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  k e y -  l e t õ s  tal k .        

 

Page 2 of 13 
 

 

Webmasters 
John and Barb Smith 
Allabout @frontier.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Shirley Dufner 
Shirl2000 @comcast.net 
 
ID District Directors 
Don & Sharon  
Weber 
Ponderosads 
@roadrunner.com 
http://gwrra-id.us  
 
MT District Directors 
Darrell & Vonnie Robson 
dkrobson1 @bresnan.net 

www.gwrra-mtdistrict.org 
 
OR District Directors 
Terry & Cheri Huffman 
Terryhuffman @comcast.net 
www.gwrraoregondistrict.com 
 
WA District Directors 
Bob & Patty Spencer 
Dd @gwrra-wa.org 
www.gwrra-wa.org 
 
WY District Directors 
Bud & Peggy Nading 
pnading52 @msn.com 

http://kennharvey.tripod.com/
District 
 

NATIONAL WEBSITE: 
http://www.gwrra.org 
 
GWRRA Director  
Mike Stiger 
Director @gwrra.org 
 
GWRRA Deputy Directors 
Dave & Gwen Carter 
foxwing1 @sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Remember that when the 

sun is behind you, it's easier 

for you to see, but much 

harder for an oncoming 

driver (who is facing the 

sun) to see you. 

new Officer positions of Treasurer, Membership Enhancement and Training. 
Educators will continue to use their N2 form for their positions. The 
Memorandum of Understanding has also been changed for the new Officer 
positions.  

One item I wish to share is some points that have recently become known 
about why people may choose to leave GWRRA. Most do so because of 
medical/financial reasons and we canôt do much about that. Some may change 
the brand of motorcycle they ride and we encourage Associate membership for 
them. But what about lack of planned rides or what some may call Chapter 
politics? I am not talking about politics like running for a public office, but 
sometimes different viewpoints are referred to as politics. I believe the OCP 
training has addressed this issue and all chapters should be running pretty 
much the same. As always, positive suggestions are encouraged, and 
Directors are asked to be receptive to the positive suggestions and keep it fun 
for the membership. If you are a Director and have questions, your appointing 
Officer should be your first contact to see how to handle any necessary 
changes. 

Planned rides always seem to raise different viewpoints because some like to 
ride long distance and some like the shorter distance. Some like group rides 
and others prefer a more relaxed spread out ride. Our ride planners do a pretty 
good job in responding to the various riding styles but we may not always do a 
good job on hosting planned rides. For instance when I was the District Director 
of Washington I plagiarized a past idea and instituted the Migration Ride. The 
first year, a large group went from Washington to Montana District conventions 
and spent several days touring the Northwest. The next year we held a 
Migration Ride from the Region Convention over to the Idaho District 
Convention. The group was smaller this time but the event held the same fun 
and sharing as the first Migration. Yet there are a few who feel these Migration 
rides cost the members money and vacation time to partake in them. If you 
choose to go on them, that is a true statement. However, if you choose not to 
go, it doesnôt cost a thing in time or money. In all cases, the Directors of each 
convention reduced their cost if you attended two or more conventions, and by 
linking these conventions, we have reduced the amount of vacation time you 
may need to take if you choose to participate. We even changed convention 
dates to make this possible for you.  

I have yet another Migration planned. I have asked the ride planner for the past 
Migration rides to schedule one for 2011. I plan on attending as many District 
events as I can this year and surely I will be travelling between them. The 
question in this is do you, the membership, wish to participate in a planned 
Migration Ride? I need to hear from all of you to make the best decision I can in 
this area. Just go to the web page, click on my name, and let me know what 
you think. A simple yes or no will suffice. I look forward to hearing from you so 
we can plan a Happy New Year for you!  

Mike Hudnell  

  

http://gwrra-id.us/
http://www.gwrraoregondistrict.com/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://kennharvey.tripod.com/District
http://www.gwrra.org/
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ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTORS 

We are Dale and Shirley Dufner, your new Assistant Region Directors and 
Newsletter Editor.  Weôve been in GWRRA since 2002 and, like most of you, 
have served in several different positions. Weôre from Spokane WA Chapter N 
and were the Assistant Chapter Directors, Chapter Directors, Chapter Couple, 
WA District Couple and Region I Couple of the Year for 2009.  Weôve been 
seminar presenters, the Newsletter Editor for our Chapter and Washington 
District, and the Region COY/IOY Coordinators.  Iôm now our Chapter Rider 
Education Coordinator and Shirley is the Chapter Webmaster.  As you can see, 
weôve been involved with many aspects of GWRRA operations.  Weôre looking 
forward to helping Mike and Peggy Hudnell and all the Region staff to make this coming year as much fun 
as we can. 

I encourage all District Directors to promote all the District Conventions as well as the Region Convention.  
Our Region is so spread out that we must make a valiant effort to support all of it. As January appeared, 
we started making plans for the conventions weôll attend.  Our plans are to attend the Wyoming, Montana, 
Washington, Idaho and Region Conventions this year and maybe a migration or two along the way.  You 
may have noticed that Oregon is missing.  Well, Oregon and Wyoming are on the same weekend and 
when that happens, you have to make a choice - here or there, close or far.  And remember, itôs not just the 
ride but also the destination.  Our Convention locations are chosen for the attractions that would entice 
members to attend.  So what if weôve ñbeen there, done thatò several times; we may have missed 
something or needed more time to explore or just enjoyed it so much that we want an encore. 

Hope to see many of you on our travels and make some fond memories.  

Dale and Shirley Dufner  

 
 

ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTORS 

Wow, itôs 2011 already and we have a new Region Director and a new 
Region Team.  We know many of you in Region I, but for those that we donôt 
know, weôd like to introduce ourselves to you.  

My name is Terry Huffman, and my wife Cheri and I have been members of 
GWRRA since Dec. 2004.  We bought our 2004 Black Cherry Goldwing in 
September ó04 and immediately started looking for other people that enjoyed 
riding a Goldwing as much as we did.  It just so happened that the next month 
we met the CD for the Hillsboro, Oregon chapter on a charter boat fishing trip 
and he invited us to a Chapter Gathering.  We went to the gathering and 
joined GWRRA on the spot.  Chapter OR-I was a small chapter, but had a good core group and we were 
asked to be Chapter Couple of the Year at the second meeting we attendedé of course we accepted.  We 
didnôt know what a Chapter Couple was, but we were honored to be asked.   Being a COY gave us the 
opportunity to visit other chapters and meet a lot of members.  We jumped in with both feet.  With rally 
season coming, we bought a TrailMaster trailer to pull and we were set for the Oregon rally in June.  At the 
OR District Rally we were asked to compete for District Couple, and since no other couples competed we 
were selected. 

As OR District Couple, we had more fun and expanded our riding and rallies outside of Oregon.  
Everywhere we went the members were so great to us that the more we did, the more we wanted to do.  
The next few years were a whirlwind. We completed at the Region I Rally in Powell, WY under the slogan 
OUR ñNOò BUTTON IS BROKEN and were selected as the Region I Couple of the Year.  About the same 
time, the Oregon District Directors stepped down and the new Directors asked Cheri and me to be their 
Assistants.   Now with 2 titles and friends from all across the Region and beyond supporting us, we 
prepared ourselves to compete at Wing Ding in Billings, MT for International Couple of the Year. 

As part of our preparation we worked even harder on something very near and dear to both of us, the Rider 
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Education and the Levels Programs.  By the time we arrived at Wing Ding, we had already gotten our 
25,000 safe miles and had become Level 4 Master Riders.  This is something we are very proud of and we 
have kept our Master Rider status current since that day.  Although we were not selected as the 
International Couple of the Year, we did tie for SECOND, with all the other Region Couples that competed 
against the Jacobs, and had the time of our life making friends from across the USA and Canada that will 
last forever. 

In February of 2008, Cheri got a 1994 GL1500 ñCalifornia Sidecarò trike.  We now have 2 Goldwings, two 
camp trailers and two cargo trailers.  She loves being in control (hmm?!) but also now she knows why I love 
to ride so muchéso does she.  

In June of 2009 we became the Oregon District Directors and have had a lot fun leading the District and 
working with our team to plan rallies and promote Ride Education classes for members.  Region I is very 
fortunate to have such great trainers, and we have enjoyed going to the classes. Oregon has also seen an 
increase in membership and started a new Chapter in Hermiston in 2010, with hopes of at least one 
additional chapter kicking off in 2011.    

At the Washington District Rally in Port Townsend July 2010 we were again honored when the new Region 
Directors, Mike and Peggy Hudnell asked us to become Assistant Region Directors.  Our plan while working 
with them in the coming years is to ALWAYS put the members firstéas Mike says, ñIf itôs good for the 
membership, itôs the right decisionòémay we always make the right decisions, and may our ñNOò Button 
always remain broken! 

Live the AdventureéRide Safe!  

Terry and Cheri Huffman  

 
 

REGION LEADERSHIP TRAINERS 

ñWHATôD YA KNOW!ò 

We hope that you and your family celebrated a fun and meaningful Christmas 
Holiday and that you are now in a happy and great new year.  John and 
Dianne were ñnewbiesò as the Region I Trainers when we successfully 
completed the Instructor Development Certification Program (IDCP) and were 
appointed by the National Directors, David and Kathy Orr in the late fall of 
2009.  We immediately attended the Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
(GWRRA) Leadership Summit in January 2010 where the Officer Certification 
Program (OCP) was ñrolled outò and we were trained as ñOfficer Trainersò.  
Mike Hudnell asked us to stay on for his term as the 2011 Region I Director.   

John and Dianne were raised and grew up in the Mid West part of the United States.  After each of us 
completed college at different years, we were married and lived and worked in California, Washington, and 
Idaho.  It was 1997 in Idaho Falls before we found the GWRRA, or it found us, when John bought a 1986 
GL 1200 Interstate when he had never ridden any powered two wheeled vehicle.  We liked the chapter life 
associations in Idaho Falls and helped a little and soon we were chosen as the Chapter Couple.  Eventually 
we were selected as the Region I Couple of the Year and competed in the International COY selection at 
Wing Ding XXVI (2004) in Grapevine Texas.  We were then immediately asked to be the Assistant Idaho 
District Directors, and after two years, we served as the Idaho District Directors for another 3½ years as we 
were starting the Region I Trainers positions.   

Wait!  (enough about us) ï Now for the real business!  We need to conduct an Instructor Development 
Certification Program class this spring, when the traveling weather in most of our Region is OK.  It is for a 
new Trainer we have in the Wyoming District and for anyone else who would like to be a GWRRA Trainer 
or a Seminar Presenter.  Idaho and Oregon Districts still need a District Trainer ï the DDs and we are still 
looking for those volunteers.  Are you interested or do you have a potential candidate in mind???  
CONTACT US if you want to be a seminar presenter or possibly have a lead for the vacant District Trainersô 
positions.  We will do the rest of the work.   
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New Directors are taking office this month or soon.  These members need to successfully complete an OCP 
class before an Officerôs Appointment form can be completed by the Appointing Officer.  We believe that 
there are also Officers holding Director positions from last year who have not competed an OCP class.  WE 
NEED THE DIRECTORSô LISTS OF THESE MEMBERS AND THEIR CITIES OF RESIDENCE.  This will 
allow us to start the planning for this class or classes and again it, or they, will be held when the travel 
conditions permit, before the summer riding season.   

After the Region I expanded staff meeting in Boise last October, the District Directors and Chapter 
Directors were charged with providing an OCP Update to all Directors in the District.  We have e-mailed 
each of the DDs an ñOCP Updateò Roster to use in those classes.  That Roster will provide us all the 
information needed for the Region and National databases.  We have not received any of those Rosters 
and yet we are assuming that the Updates were provided.  Please send us your rosters (district and 
chapter) so that we can get our job for that completed in January 2011.  Thank you in advance!     

Last month, we made note that the 2010 year end ñSubordinateò (all Districts and Chapters) IRS form 
990N, a.k.a. ñe-PostCardñ is due.  It is a certainty that Mike Hudnell is interested in this getting done, too.  
See the Region I Website, ñLeadership Trainingò tab for the OCP Update information and other ñclicksò 
covering the e-PostCard information and/or the tutorial on e-PostCard.     

Ride safe & have fun,  

John & Dianne Kester  

 

 
REGION RIDER EDUCATORS 

TALES OF THE DRAGON 

I hope everyone is well stocked with Chrome after the holidays and that you 
have many a sleepless night installing it! 

There is a great new PowerPoint presentation on the National Rider Education 
website, www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/officerpage.html, called ñLevel Upò. 
Itôs a good tool to use at a chapter gathering to help promote and increase 
understanding of the levels program. Please check it out. 

 Another great article I found interesting from the GWRRA National Newsletter and worth passing along:  

Police Stop, Now What Do I Do? 
We know that none of us would ever do anything while riding our motorcycle that would cause a Police Officer 
to pull us over. What if the Police Officer pulls you over for a burned out light bulb or similar issue? What should 
you do when you are stopped? There are several things that are clear cut and others that are not. It is 
imperative that you find a safe spot to pull off the highway. Be sure to signal and slow down to let the Officer 
know that you are not attempting to flee. Just because an area may be safe for a four wheeled vehicle does not 
make it safe for us. There may be a significant drop off to the shoulder and this could cause us to crash. Another 
hazard may be debris on the shoulder that could create an unsafe cƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŜŜǇ 
ŘǊƻǇπƻŦŦǎ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ slope severely from the traffic lane and it may 
create a hazard in stopping, especially those with shorter legs. 
Common sense would dictate that if you are carrying a concealed weapon, you will want to inform the Officer 
before he/she inadvertently finds it and takes unnecessary actions. You will need to provide information to the 
location of the firearm and they will ask to see your permit. Do not get off of your motorcycle and start 
rummaging through your saddlebags, trunk, or even a storage bag. The Police Officer does not know what you 
are doing and may assume that you are searching for a weapon. Stay on your motorcycle and turn the ignition 
off. This will indicate that you are not going to attempt to run away. Some Officers prefer that you put the 
motorcycle on the kickstand while others prefer that you balance the motorcycle. While you are balancing the 
motorcycle it is difficult to get into a position where you could attack the Officer. When the motorcycle is on the 

http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/officerpage.html
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side stand it is difficult to make a getaway. 
5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴΦ 
You may need to remove it at some point, but make sure that the Officer knows the reason that mandates that 
ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŘΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ searching for and the location. They will 
position themselves so that they can maintain visual on you and also see within the compartment to ensure you 
are not reaching for a weapon. If the Officer asks you to dismount the motorcycle, they may request that you 
get off on the right side. This is not normal for us, but they might request this to prevent you from being injured 
by traffic. The optimum is to not be pulled over, but if you are, be prepared and NOT confrontational. 

 

Ron & Kathy Jackson, Senior ChŀǇǘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ C[мπa ό/ƭŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊΣ C[ύ  
 

I hope everyone has a safe and Happy Holiday Season!   

Remember: Ride -Em SAFE!!!  And Have Fun!!!  

Lee & Anna Nelson  
 

 

REGION MOTORIST AWARENESS COORDINATORS 

MOTORIST AWARENESS AND WHAT IT MEANS TO ALL OF US 

Hopefully, everyone had a wonderful and happy holiday time with an abundance 
of friends & family and good times.  As we begin a New Year, please accept our 
good wishes to you - the individual member - as well as to all members of the 
GWRRA extended ñfamilyò.    

With a little help in this article from our friends in Florida1, I wanted to begin my 
monthly Newsletter offering with a little information about Motorist Awareness.  In 
the coming months, you will be hearing more and more from Sheila and me 
about this subject area.  In time, my hope is Motorist Awareness will become an 
integral part of RE activities in Region Ié maybe not so much because we need it, but because the 
membership itself may help to create a safer environment on the road with our 4-wheel friends.  Since that 
also includes the vast majority of us, it is a subject that is most relevant to us, or perhaps people that we 
may know.   

I do believe that most of us know that motorists need to be aware of how their actions can impact the safety of motorcyclists and 

that they should know (or learn) to share the road safely with motorcyclists.  A large portion of motorcycle crashes involve two 

key components: poor speed and spatial judgment of other drivers (mostly them) and poor motorcyclist conspicuity (could be 

mostly us). 

What we should be practicing in our own driving, or perhaps passing on to our 4 wheel motorist friends or family, are the 

following Motorist Safety Tips:  

V Search the traffic around you constantly and expect to see motorcycles.  

V Check your blind spots before changing lanes or merging, especially in heavy traffic.  

V Double-check traffic at intersections before you turn or pull out.  

V Motorcycles can easily be hidden in traffic.  Look for clues, such as a helmet above, tires below, or a shadow alongside a 

vehicle that you can't see around.  

V Leave at least a four-second distance between your car and a motorcycle in front of you. Note when a motorcycle passes a 

point in the road. If your vehicle passes the same point in less than four seconds, youôre following too closely.  

V When passing a motorcycle, give a full lane to the motorcycle. Do not share lanes!  

V Keep a watchful eye at all times. Individual motorcycles may blend into a larger group and may be closer than you think.  

V Watch out when turning left because most crashes between cars and motorcycles occur involve left turns at intersections.  

V Stay attentive and focused because distracted driving is a major cause of car-motorcycle crashes.  

V Make sure to always signal when changing lanes to ensure the motorcycle rider knows what action you intend to take.  

V Remember that failing to yield right of way can result in the death or serious injury of a motorcyclist.  

V Make sure to observe and obey all traffic laws, signs, and signals. 

 
1 
Source: Florida Department of Transportation - Traffic Safety 
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As for us, the operative words are Rider Conspicuity 

Make the effort to make yourself more noticeable.  Many of us are teased (sometimes with good 

reasonJ) about wanting to be noticed.  For us, itôs good to be noticed especially if you are riding a 

motorcycle!  Too often motorists pull out in front of motorcycles, usually to make a left turn, 

causing deadly crashes ï just because they donôt see them.   According to the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 40 percent of two-vehicle crashes involving a motorcycle occur when another vehicle 

turns left while the motorcycle is going straight, passing, or overtaking the vehicle.  Keeping the roadway safe for all users is the 

responsibility of both motorists and motorcyclists ï everyone can do their part.  

You have probably heard them before, but here are some Tips for the Motorcycle Rider: 

Motorcyclists should make sure they can be seen in the crowd because riders who are visible, or ñconspicuous,ò are less likely to 

have their right of way violated.  There are easy ways to make yourself and your ride visible.  Following are some tips that will 

help keep you safe on the road:  

V Use reflective stickers on helmets which makes the highest part on your bikeðyour headðmore conspicuous and helps 

ensure that other motorists will spot you. Flames, stripes, thunder bolts, flags, skull and cross bones; 

whatever your taste, there are reflective stickers and tapes that look cool during the day and glow at night.  

V Consider wearing a brightly colored helmet. From white to red to silver stripes and safety orange, helmets are available in a 

variety of colors and styles that make your head, and you, easier to see.   

V Wear a reflective vest.  Reflective vests now come in many styles in addition to the standard orange and yellow mesh vests 

familiar to most riders.  

V Wear clothing on your upper torso that is visible such as light- or bright- colored shirts that are more easily seen than grays, 

browns, or black.  

V Wear a jacket with reflective patches or tape. Many jackets now come with stripes and patches that become reflective at night 

to increase the wearerôs visibility.  

V Add reflective patches to dark colored jackets. Embroidered patches come in a variety of styles to help bikers be seen at 

night. If your jacket is solid black or another dark color, consider adding reflective patches.  

Make Your Motorcycle More Visible 

V Make sure daytime running lights are operational and turned on not only because this will make you safer ï it is also the law 

in most states.  Most motorcycles now come with automatic daytime running lights, but if you are riding an older model, 

always ride with your low beams on during the day.  

V Equip your bike with a DOT-approved headlight modulator.   Modulators draw attention by altering the frequency of your 

headlight beam, which makes it appear to get intermittently brighter and dimmer.  

V Add reflectors or reflective tape to your bike. Custom reflectors are available for most motorcycles and can be added without 

sacrificing appearance. Reflective tape on saddlebags and panniers glows bright white when hit by headlights. Some ñstealthò 

tapes are designed to be almost invisible during the day yet appear white at night.  

V Consider riding a bright yellow motorcycle, such as yours trulyJ. 

Drive Defensively 

V Make sure there is plenty of room between you and all the vehicles around you.  

V Stay out of vehicle blind spots.  

V Assume that vehicles pulling out of side streets do not see you and they might pull out in front of you.  

If not a refresher, my hope is that this information is helpful.  In any case, consider this as an introduction to 
what I will be busy doing for the membership in the coming year.  Sheila and I will be serving the 
membership in Region I as your Region Motorist Awareness Coordinators.  We have been proud to serve 
the membership since 2006 in several different positions and look forward to this new challenge.  I am a 
Level IV Master Tour Rider and we ride a 2005 Canary Yellow 1800 and pull a matching Bushtec Trailer 
whenever we can.  We live in Renton, Washington and have made the Seattle Chapter WA-A our home 
chapter.   

As the year progresses, we will try our best to ñmeetò the motoring community in various venues to help 
them understand what we do and who we are as motorcyclists.  Also, I will be seeking assistance in the 
various Districts to help me grow this GWRRA Program in Region I.  If you are interested, or want to talk 
more about this challenging responsibility, please do not hesitate to let me know at dashwae@comcast.net. 

Ride Often ð Ride Safe  

T. Dave Chavez, Jr., RMAC  

mailto:dashwae@comcast.net
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REGION MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT COORDINATORS  

Wow! It is 2011 -- how did that happen! It seems like we were just starting on 
the Region I staff under the direction of Steve and Sandy Henicksman as 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators. 

Doug and I reside in Olympia, Washington. I am a retired newspaper printer 
of 32 years and Doug is retired from 22 years of military service in the Army 
and Coast Guard and is now the best school bus driver in DuPont. We were 
married January 12th, 2002 in a lighthouse at "Alki Point" in Seattle. 

I first joined GWRRA in 1979, and I was one of the charter members of 
Chapter "P" in Longview, WA. Before meeting Doug, I held a number of positions within Chapter "P" and 
WA District. I served on three District staffs. Since Doug and I were married, we have served on two District 
staffs, held positions within WA "I" as newsletter editor, web designer and manager, assistant Chapter 
Director and Doug and I are the current past Chapter Directors for WA "I". During the time we held all of 
these positions, we concurrently have held positions on four Region "I" staffs, and are looking forward to 
serving again on the upcoming staff, again as Region MECs. 

This last summer Doug and I traveled to Wing Ding held in Des Moines, Iowa, my fatherôs home town. After 
Wing Ding, we traveled on down to Tennessee and then on up to Maine. On the way to TN, we traveled the 
back roads and I took pictures of over 70 barns with quilt blocks painted on them. Doug was a real trouper, 
spotting and slowing down so that I could take the picture of the upcoming barn. Our greatest passion, 
besides riding motorcycles, is visiting as many Lighthouses that we can. 

Our return trip home took us across the top of the US. Niagara Falls completed one of our ñbucket listò 
items of traveling to every state in the continental USA. 

We are looking forward to being on Mike and Peggyôs Region I staff as MECs and another year of traveling 
and visiting with our GWRRA family. 

Donna and Doug Deskin  
 
 
 

REGION TREASURERS 

We are Erv and Phyllis Granahan.  We are members of Chapter WA-D in 
Montesano, WA.  We have been members of GWRRA since 1991 and have 
served as Chapter Treasurers (off and on for nearly 13 years) and as Chapter 
Directors for 5 years.  We were also District Treasurers during Mike Hudnellôs 
term as District Director of Washington (Sept 2007 to July 2009). 

I have been retired for about 7 years with a background in banking (35 years 
plus).  I spent about 10 years in Consumer Lending, 12 years as a Branch 
Manager, 3 years as a Commercial Business Loan Officer and 10 years as a 
Commercial Real Estate Loan Officer.   

Phyllis (we met in the Bank) has had about 11 years in Banking, 10 years as an Executive Secretary for a 
large telephone company and the last 20 years been an Escrow Officer at a local Title Company. 

We live outside of Montesano, Washington on 5 acres, about 20 minutes from Shelton, Washington and the 
Hudnellôs.  We ride a 2005 GL 1800 with over 84,000 miles on the odometer. We have been remodeling our 
house, for the last 4 years and are near the end of that project (I may get it finished next summer). 

I strongly recommend that District and Chapter Treasurers use a computer program (Quicken, Money, 
Excel or another program) to maintain their financial records for a couple of reasons: 

1. The accuracy that these programs provide. 
2. The ability to make reports to provide to the CD or District Director (I suggest Chapter Directors 

require monthly financial reports from the Treasurer). 
3. The records that they provide and the ability to print those records at any time. 
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4. And finally, and most important reason to me, is the ease of making up the Annual Financial Reports 
at the end of the year. If you use a computer, the monthly category and annual accounts are totaled 
and cross balanced in an annual report. 

I recommend the Quicken program because it is inexpensive (the basic program works great), easy to use 
and it is the program I am most familiar with. I would be happy to assist anyone in setting up their computers 
to accommodate GWRRAôs income and expense categories, so at the end of the year they can make 
reports that mirror the Annual Reports.  My phone number is 360-249-3463 and e-mail address is 
ervg@comcast.net.  

Erv and Phyllis Granahan  
 

 

REGION COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

Larry grew up in Conneaut, Ohio.  He graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration from Kent State University and was inducted into Beta 
Gamma Sigma Business Honorary Fraternity.  Later he completed his Master 
of Business Administration degree from Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville, while he was stationed at Norton AFB in San Bernardino, CA.  
Upon graduating with his undergraduate degree, he joined the Air Force and 
went to Officer Training School in 1971.  Larry is an only child. 

Barbara was born in Independence, MO.  She graduated from Truman High 
School and proceeded on to Central Missouri State University to become a high school teacher, which had 
been her dream since 4th grade.  She graduated Cum Laude from the English Department with a Bachelor 
of Science in Education with English as her major and business as her minor.  Barbara taught 7 years at 
Concordia High School and was head of both the English and Business Departments.  While doing this job, 
she earned her Master in Business Education with emphasis in Office Education.  This degree also required 
her to work in the summer in this career, so she worked in a bank.  Barbara was fairly shy until she joined 
Alpha Sigma Tau sorority at college where she held all the officer positions and was forced to come out of 
her shell. 

Larry and Barb have 2 children.  Lori, the oldest, is a Correctional Officer at the Weld County jail and also is 
selling real estate in Colorado. She graduated from Colorado State University in Fort Collins.  Brian lives in 
Cheyenne and helps Barb with some of her BPOs (Broker Price Opinion) at her real estate office. 

Larry retired from the Air Force in 1991 and decided he wanted to stay in Wyoming.  During his 20 years in 
the service he was stationed at Medina Annex, Lackland AFB in Texas, Scott AFB in Illinois, Eglin AFB in 
Florida, Incirlik AB in Turkey, Whiteman AFB in Missouri, Norton AFB in California, and F.E. Warren AFB in 
Wyoming. 

In 1979 while teaching, Barbara decided to also obtain her real estate license.  She sold in the evenings 
and weekends.  When the Kuzmas were transferred to California, Barbara taught at Skadron Business 
College full time while she continued to do real estate part time.  Upon moving to Wyoming, Barbara 
decided to do real estate full time.  Finally, in 1994 she opened her own real estate firm.  In 2002 she tripled 
the size of her office and has 21 agents. 

Larry started riding motorcycles as a teenager and has owned a motorcycle throughout the years except for 
the 15 months he was in Turkey.  Barbara, for years, took one or two bike rides each summer with Larry as 
a co-rider that consisted of 1-2 hours drive somewhere.  In 2001 when Larry bought his 1500 Gold Wing 
and joined GWRRA, he asked Barb to join the Chapter too and ride more often with him. 

Since his retirement from the Air Force, Larry has pursued his interest in vehicles.  Larry and Barb belong to 
the Classical Glass Corvette Club, where he served 3 years as President and Barb served as social 
chairman during his presidency; Wild West Ford Club where Barb has served 5 years as treasurer; 
Wyoming Wanderers RV Club where they served as President and Barb served also as recording secretary 
for 2 years; Classic Thunderbird Club International; Family Motor Coach Association; and Beaver 
Ambassador Club (for Beaver Motorhomes).  Larry or Barb also belongs to The Military Officers Association 

mailto:ervg@comcast.net
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of America, Air Force Association, and of course GWRRA where Larry has been the Wyoming Chapter B 
Treasurer for about nine years and the Wyoming District Treasurer since May 2010.  Larry was selected 
Individual of the Year in 2004.  Larry and Barb were selected as Chapter Couple of the Year in 2008, 
District Couple of the Year in 2009, and Region I Couple of the Year in 2010. 

Due to Barbôs career she stays active in the National Association of Realtors, her local Cheyenne Board of 
Realtors and her local Multi-List Service Board where she has held all officer positions many times.  Barb 
feels very strongly that with her career she must give back to her community.  She served for 6 years on 
the Cheyenne Little Theater board.  She served 5 years as the Sunrise Rotary Club secretary.  Barb loves 
to sing and play the piano, so every once in a while her church has her sing and play a solo for church.  
Barb feels very honored to currently be serving on the Boys and Girls Club board of directors for the past 5 
years.  This is such a rewarding board to serve on as Barb has seen so many advances in the last few 
years in the organization. 

Larry and Barb Kuzma  
 

 

REGION COUPLE OF THE YEAR COORDINATORS 

January greetings from your new Region Couple of the Year Coordinators 

We are thrilled to be a part of the new Region Team.  Some of you know us 
from our work as District Couple of the Year (2008-2009) or as WA District 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators (2007-2010).   

A little bit of our historyé  In 2005 we became the proud owners of a ô92 
Wing Trike after spending three months thinking we were going to tour on a 
ô95 Shadow ACE.  Shortly after our purchase, we joined the fine folks over 
at Oregon Chapter I.  We were named Chapter Couple for 2006-2007.  We 
helped with the start up of a new chapter that was a spin off from Chapter I and that is Washington Chapter 
X.  We were named Chapter Couple for 2007-2008 and went on to participate in the District Couple of the 
Year Selection process and were named WA District Couple for 2008-2009.   

While at a Leadership Training Workshop in Buckley, we met new District Director, Mike Hudnell.  There is 
something about himé We found ourselves stepping up and asking how we could help and next thing we 
knew, we were Membership Coordinators for the District.  We had a great time on staff and doing this job.   

In 2009 when we concluded our Couple responsibilities, we sold our Wing Trike 
(she is now happily the light of someoneôs life in Hillsboro, OR) and we are now 
the owners of two Harley factory manufactured trikes (2009 TriGlide and 2010 
Street Glide Trike) and ready to rock and roll as part of a dynamic Region 
leadership team.  We look forward to this yearôs events and traveling to Idaho, 
Washington and Montana again this year.  Due to vacation schedules, we are 
not sure if we will be able to make it to Wyoming as of yet. 

Dan is retired and is a bus driver for our local school district.  He thoroughly 
enjoys his students and it seems like we can go few places in town without hearing, 
ñthereôs Bus Driver Danéò  Carmen works full-time (being the youngster of this 
twosome) in the aviation consulting industry handling accounts receivable.  We 
have three beautiful grandchildren who live ten minutes from us and spend every 
other weekend at our house visiting their Dad, our youngest son who lives with us.  
Our eldest son lives in Sioux City, Iowa, with his beautiful bride and their two 
handsome young sons.  We donôt get to see them often enoughé  Weôd be remiss 
if we didnôt mention our four legged children, all of whom love to ride with usé Buster, our English Bulldog 
(not the easiest to get on the bikes but most eager to go for a spin), Dozer our French Bulldog who is 
almost as bad about riding at the drop of a hat as Carmen isé and finally is Anna Banana Pants, our pistol 
of a Jack Russell Terrier who rides with Dan and has been known to sit on his lap for a spin through the 
neighborhood. 


